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A Speech on Relationship between Space Exploration and Popular Culture
“The title of my speech today is the Relationship Between Space Exploration and Popular Culture. Space exploration has progressively cemented its place in popular culture across time. Fundamentally, space exploration originated out of human curiosity regarding the universe and life in general before modern classifications of arts and sciences were initiated. We can, therefore, argue that space exploration had its roots in arts when ancient artists such as Galileo and even whole societies created unique ideologies and explanations for the workings of the universe outside earth. However, modern space exploration is almost entirely a scientific endeavor, with the involvement of technological information, modern engineering, and astronautics. The relationship between space exploration and popular culture essentially surrounds the societal perceptions of space exploration and its possibilities and how they have been perpetuated in our popular culture. From a time when space exploration was inconceivable to the current time where science and technology vanquish space, space exploration has influenced popular culture across history.
One of the most visible illustrations of the relationship between space exploration and popular culture across history occurred during the cold war. In his 2008 paper regarding the geopolitics of space exploration in the Cold War Era, Fraser MacDonald elucidates how space exploration influenced the popular culture at that time. At that time, as Fraser explains, rocketry was fast gaining popularity, being viewed as both a technology of mass destruction and as a vehicle for the transcendent dreams of extra-terrestrial discovery. Fraser further elaborates that this was perpetuated in the American popular culture by penetrating popular media and mundane everyday activities such as children’s’ play. More specifically, he focuses on the ‘Corporal’, which was the world’s first guided-missile authorized to carry a nuclear warhead during the Cold War and its penetration into the domestic cultural context through a miniature toy that was popularized in newspapers, thus using children as geopolitical agents who helped to enact and make meaning of space exploration in the domestic context. Therefore, as Fraser explains, rocketry as part of space exploration influenced popular culture mainly through the domestic context, which helped make sense of various aspects of space exploration such as nuclear destruction and the possibility of leaving earth.
Space exploration still influences popular culture today, although there has been a general decrease in the public interest. Essentially, this decrease in interest is because space exploration has become a common day-to-day undertaking in recent years, with popular bodies such as NASA conducting space travel routinely. Nonetheless, societal meanings and expectations of the possibilities of space exploration continue to dominate popular culture, especially in this age of social media. In the entertainment industry, hundreds, if not thousands of popular movies and television shows related to space exploration continue to be produced, with movies such as the First Man and Star Trek series serving as popular examples. Contemporary children’s books and toys also incorporate space travel, with the Buzz Light-year toy being among the most popular toys used by children today. Furthermore, magazines, blogs, and newspapers dedicated to space exploration are in production to this date, such as the famous All About Space magazine.
Space exploration is still important to us because it provides one of the most significant gateways to understanding the universe around us. Although we have gained some essential knowledge since space exploration began, the information regarding the origin of the universe and solar system is inconclusive and controversial at best. Space exploration not only aims to clarify this information but also enables us to uncover the mechanisms involved in the functioning of the solar systems across time, as explained by Pascal Ehrenfreund and his fellow researchers in their 2012 study. In the same study, Ehrenfreund and his colleagues point out that space exploration will help us answer fundamental questions such as where we are from as human beings, what will happen to us in the future, and whether we are alone in the universe. We can therefore conclude that space exploration is important in the prediction of our future since it enables us to comprehend various factors in our universe that can sustain life or not.”
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